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him, telling him that it was not light on his part
to make such tremendous efforts for the examina-
tion with the avowed  object  of discomfiting  a
iellow-student, that it was a sinful ambition, and
that it was also bad for his health.    She further
observed that he had already won the first place
in all the previous examinations and that he should
not be so selfish as to think of monopolising the good
things of the world for himself or to grudge Nilam-
bar a chance to win the gold medal in that examina-
tion, and said that she would be very glad to see
Nilambar coining out first and carrying off the
prize.   She did not stop there but actually reduced
the allowance of oil for his reading lamp at night
which, however, was hardly necessary for her to do
in order to enforce her advice given to so dutiful
a son as Gooroodass Banerjee.   Gooroodass accord-
ingly had to curtail greatly his hours of study at
night before the examination, but as luck would
have it, he retained his first place in the examination
and  obtained  the  gold  medal,  Babu  Nilambar
coming next to him in order of merit.   Such an
attitude on the part of a mother directed against
what would ordinarily be thought to be the best
interests of the sen, for the sake of a principle, viz.,
that jealousy even in study ought to be discouraged,
points  forcibly  to  an  acutely  developed  moral
sense in the mother which it was the privilege of
Sir Gooroodass to inherit and which so largely
influenced all his dealings in both private and public
life.   To the average man, such conduct would
have appeared to be not only justifiable but even